A qualitative case study of policy maker views about the protection of children from smoking in cars.
As little is known about the policy making process around smokefree car laws, we aimed to investigate policy makers' views about such laws in a setting where these have not yet been enacted but where published evidence exists on the hazard of smoking in cars and on relevant public support. A New Zealand (NZ) case study (of the NZ health policy community) used documents and qualitative in-depth interviews with 62 national-level and District Health Board (DHB)-level policy makers (during 2008-2009). Forty were government or nongovernmental organization officials, 5 DHB board members, and 17 Members of Parliament. We found very strong themes of policy maker concern for the vulnerability of children and the need for their protection from secondhand smoke. There were mixed reactions to the idea of a smokefree law for cars with children in them. These themes and mixed reactions spanned both the "left" and "right" political parties. The evidence indicates that smokefree car laws are only barely on the NZ national policy making agenda. They are generally not seen as politically attractive, as effective, or easy to implement. In this particular policy setting, there appear to have been assumptions by policy makers about the dominance of adult "privacy" over child protection. The lack of awareness in this particular (NZ) policy community of national-level public support for banning smoking in cars with children and of the progress elsewhere on such laws also suggests the importance of information and advocacy if such laws are to be progressed.